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Flowchart for deciding whether your building needs a
Display Energy Certificate (DEC).

This decision making guide is from the official guidance publication “A guide to Display Energy Certificates
and advisory reports for public buildings” published by Communities and Local Government 9th May 2008

Box 5 - Affected Buildings
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Box 1 - Public Authorities
Public Authorities include: ﬂ

Box 2 - Public Service

An institution providing a public service is authority? » senicetoa Iarge7 unaffected
one providing a service traditionally (see box 1) number of people?
associated with local or national (see box 2)
Government.
YES YES

Box 3 - Affected Buildings

Box 4 - Buildings unlikely to be affected

Examples include:

+ Missile base

+ Airbase

+ Restricted research establishment

A4

Are you a public NO

Are you an institution
providing a public

The guidance also contains the following text:

You are affected

(see box 4)

If you are affected:
+ Central and local government Consider for each of your buildings (a 1. You must place a DEC on display in a
« NHS trusts building also includes  part of a prominent place clearly visible to
+ Schools (Maintained and building designed or altered to be members of the public in each building.
community) used separately)
+ Police 2. You must be in possession of an
+ Courts You are Advisory Report on ways of improving
: 'l;riosgns Is the Total Useful Floor Area of the unaffected Ay S 2
: building> 1000m?? i
« Army el m_th.at 3. Both of these documents must be
. . building )
+ Executive agencies produced by an accredited Energy
+ Statutory regulatory bodies Assessor.
YES

Examples of Buildings which may be
affected include: '
Consider for each of
* Schools our buildings
+ Leisure centres (but not private A g
el Is this building
Aol frequently visited b:
* Municipal golf clubhouses R quently y You are
B > members of the
+ Public Libraries ublic? unaffected
+ Museums & Art Galleries provided (sge box. 3)
by Public Authorities.
YES

You are

Environmental performance is increasingly important to reputation. Accordingly if there is any
doubt over whether a DEC is required, it would be good practice to produce a DEC in any event.

A local authority can issue a penalty charge notice of £500 for failing to display a DEC at all times in a
prominent place clearly visible to the public, and £1,000 for failing to possess or have in their control a valid
advisory report. In addition to these penalties, it will still be necessary to commission the documents,
otherwise further offences will be committed.

It is worth considering that the purpose of a DEC, and more importantly the accompanying advisory report,
is to identify ways to reduce energy consumption and monitor success in doing so. A DEC helps reduce the
building’s carbon footprint AND save money so why wouldn’t an organisation want one?
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